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application: 
lUti'impf Claims: 

of articles with said initial plurality of articles: 
. articles down stream through said metering drum from said entry end and out of «d 

the metering drum to help prevent articles fmmfalling outfrom the brftom** of the drum 
while allowing the drum to rotate past the stationary plate. 

2. (origin*.) An appals as recited in Cain, 1 , wherein said assembly mechanism Indies 

aco^acKingrnechan^^ 

articles in combination with said first-plurality of artidea. 

3. (original) An apparatus as recited in claim 2, wherein 

said assembly mechanism includes .... mnri 

an initial packing system which provides an initial parage of sakl initial-type of arUdes, and 
a first transfer-device which is configured to move said first-pluraOty of articles into a lirst 
packing system to provide a firsl package of the first-type of articles: and 

said co-packing me*an«m is configured to operative* secure said first-package to saki iniUal- 
package ta provide a first re-package. 
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4. (v^drawrO An apparatus as recil«d in claim 1. further induing 
.Jacoumulalor mechanism which is automated to provide a second-plurai-ty of a second 

a . Jlwrt f-n^nfl said or artides to « second pa^^^ 

I^ bly rne^ 

articles with said Initial-plurality of articles. 

5 fwrttdrawn) An apparatus as recited In dibn 4. further including a cc-partinn maoism 

second-plurality of articles. 

6 (withdrawn) An apparatus as recited in claim 4. wherein 

. ««. »M **- B P™**> . — »- •«•——'«*• ° , . art ' ClB ' 

a ^n,mc^ntol»conf^»op era ^ M =«M«W«a l1ll u».»y<<anW™.n 

combination with saW first co-package. 
7 MM) An a* «c« to «• 1. - <" ■"■*-» 13 
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6 . ^i*^-^^^- - - - 



an input mechanism 

source into a first guide mechanism, and 

a" 



selected machintKlirection. 



0. (canceled}, 
indudes aflrst directing sHdc 
said method comprising; 

automating a ft***** to pro^e a w^-.t-W*^^- - 
fir-rt-type of artfcte* differing from said initiaMype of articles; 

an automated assembly mechanism; 

and out of eaW oppositely located exit end; and 
said Janitor lH a stationary plate member located operativciy ad|**nl the ex* end 

drum to help prevent articles from felling out from the bottom-side of the drum tf* 
allowing the drum to rotate past the stationary plate. 

p^ity of aLs W«h said MWjfcn* of artides indudes operativeiy se^nng 



PAGE 4/14 * RCVD AT 10/13/2005 2:14:43 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR;USPTO-EFXRF-6/34 * DNIS:2738300 8 CSID:920 721 0279 * DURATION (mm-ss}:03-26 



OCT 13 2005 13:17 FR KC LEGPL DEPT 920 721 0279 TO PTO-AMD P. 05/14 

Serial No. 10/0n2.522 (K-C .1 MM) 
Response to Office Action flfltcd08/25/W»S 

plurality of articles with said inWal-pluratity of articles includes: 

moving said first-plurality of articles into a first packing system to provrte a first pacKag 

1 4. (withdrawn) A method as recited m daim 11 . further ™^ 

differing from said ^type or articles; 
mrwim said sscond-plurality of articles to a second packing location; and 

employing said assembly mechanism. 
16 (wHhdraw«)Amethodasre^^ 
articles by employing a co-packing medianism. 

1ft /uuifhHfawnl A method as recited in dalm 14, wherein 

m mttel Peking of «WaHW» »< «««« to pr^ld. an initial ^cteBe: a™^ 

the first-type of articles; and 
operative* secumg said frst-package to sakt initial-package to provide a first co-package; 

98ia operative fining of eald second^ of articles with seid MMr^ 

^utf second -plurality of articles into a second packing system to provide a second 

package of me second -type of articles; and 
opsrafively securing said second -package In combination with said first co-packago. 

17 retinal) A method as rented to ^ 

source into a first guide medianism. 
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18. (canceled) 



io furiainall A method as recited in claim 17, herein the automating of said first- 



directing Slide. 



machine-direction. 
21. (canceled) 



22 (^^(^^.PPoma*"^"^ 



the exit end of th» first di\Jm, 



individual articles. 

drum by a sparing otfeet distance. 

26. (previous* presented) A method tor actuating different types of indMdua. arfcles. 
said methud comprising: 

flreWype of articles differing from said initial-typ© of articles; 
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an automated assembly mechanism; 

idwSfy.no an artd»«lwntoh oomra » (WW*"™"*""' 
Individual aliscs: 

idOTHyinowdnW and***, orsaidartuw* . tt „ Amd ^ fcte . 

SZ !->««**-«. «— - " umter o " ,, ' 

aranged In . eonUguraHon nM* *r pa*ag>iH>- 

said method comprising: 
dcllverinyaninitia^^^ 

fBa t-type of artides differing from said initial-type of articles. 

the first-type of individual articles; 
apairofer^k^crf^ortlcte.sethavebecnidentifiad; 

a Lance of an appointed datum surface with respect to each end-arttde has been "* 
artides of the article-set have their datum surfaces penned toward an .tenor of ft«r 
toward an exterior of their correBpondiny art'de set 



P«S 7/14 * RCVD AT 10/13/2005 2:14:43 PM pastern DayBght rrnie] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-6/34 * DNIS:2738300 ' CSID:920 721 0279 * DURATTOH (mn«s):03-26 



OCT 13 2005 13:18 FR KC LEGAL DEPT 920 721 0279 TO PTO-AMD P. 08/14 



Serial NO. 10/682.592 (K-C1*,830) 
^pon^^A**, dated W-J 



method comprising: 

first-type of articles differing from said inrfiaMyp* of articles; 

an automated assembly mechanism; 
wherein the automating of said first-accumulator further Includes 
inputting a plurality of individual articles from an article supply source, each arbde havmg 

at least a first major facing surface. 

a first article dimension extending along a first article direction. 

a second artide dimension extending along a second artk* direction v*,ch drffers trom 
Mid first article direction, and 

an article edge region; 
directing each article to a first conveyor; ... 

identifying appointed ©nttartfctes nl said «Mm4 

lucuuiyi a ^, m „,rf a r#iu«thr6SDecl to each end-article, 

identifying a presence of an appointed datum surface with respeui «> 

!Ll£l**><"> surfaces positioned f^^nexler io rc.th R ,r correspond,^ 

arranged in a configuration suitable tor packaging; and 
moving said article-set Into a package. 
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